All Hands on Deck!
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Purpose:

This strategy will help encourage all students to participate in a brainstorming session.  It will also help to focus students on the topic of discussion and will help the teacher find out what the students know about a certain topic.
Process:  
1. Put chart paper up around the room listing the different categories of the unit to be studied.
2. Model for the students examples of ideas that might be included in each category.

3. Give each group of students a stack of index cards with the same topic headings as found on the chart paper.

4. Each student in the group should take one or two cards (the exact number will be determined by the number of students in each group and the number of posted charts).

5. Each student has 60-90 seconds to brainstorm ideas about the category on their card(s), with the assumption that each child will contribute at least one idea to each card.

6. When a signal is given by the teacher, the cards are passed to the right and the next student adds his/her ideas on the card they just received.  The cards will rotate within the table group until each student has written on each card.

7. Each group should choose a reporter to read one contribution from their team for the selected chart on the wall in round-robin fashion.  When one chart is finished, the focus moves on to the next chart.

Variations:
· Provide groups with sheets of paper with topics at the top and small post-its.  Students write their ideas on the notes and stick them to the paper.  Sharing with the entire class can be through a posting of notes and a carousel walk of the charts.  
· Each student in the group could have a different color marker or post-it to further hold students accountable for their contributions. 
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